
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Diocese of Des Moines and Other Lenten Resources 2021: 

 

Living this LENT has been updated for week 3 of the 

faith conversations piece.  It is also attached to this e-

newsletter.    

 

Join Deacon Matt Halbach and our friends at Sadlier for 

a Lenten Retreat – Lent: A Season of Growth – on 

March 4 at 10:00 AM CST.   

 

Here is a video invitation from Deacon Matt.  Use this 

link to register.  Once registered you will receive a 

confirmation e-mail from Sadlier with information 

about the webinar.   

 

The St. Ambrose Cathedral Eucharistic Renewal Holy Hours: 

 

The Cathedral Eucharistic Renewal Holy Hours have started off 

well, and we’re at a point now that we’re going to try to 

promote people joining more intentionally, both in person and 

on the livestream.   Please help us get the word out to these in 

your ministry circles, and encourage participation?  Below 

is a brief blurb about the holy hour. Thanks so much for your 

help in sharing this special opportunities to be with the Lord! 

 

St. Ambrose Cathedral Holy Hours: 

All are welcome to join Bishop William Joensen at St. Ambrose 

Cathedral (607 High Street, Des Moines, IA 50309) on Monday 

evenings for an hour of Eucharistic Adoration and Evening Prayer.  These Holy Hours are hosted 

from 5:00 to 6:00 PM each Monday.  Evening Prayer will be livestreamed on the Diocesan 

Facebook page for those who are unable to join us at the Cathedral.  

 

 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
March 3, 2021 Edition 

https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/adult-faith-formation/lent-2021-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8cRtPNcnNVI&feature=youtu.be
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_owxpdgwyQY65PhUWYSN9xg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_owxpdgwyQY65PhUWYSN9xg
https://www.facebook.com/dmdiocese/
https://www.facebook.com/dmdiocese/


Persons with Disabilities Ministry: 

 

March is Brain Injury, Cerebral Palsy and Developmental 

Disability awareness months and World Down Syndrome 

Day is March 21!  Please consider doing an awareness 

activity, prayers of the Faithful or bulletin insert as this is 

a time to raise awareness about the inclusion of persons 

with disabilities in the Church and in all areas of 

community life. 

 

You can find a variety of resources including NCPD 

resources of prayers and bulletin inserts on Developmental 

Disabilities; parish awareness materials at the DM diocese 

disability ministry page and activities for children in the classroom or for youth groups at 

the  DM Catechist Leader Resource page under the Youth Leader Resource section. 

 

If you have questions or need additional resources about Persons with Disability Ministry, please 

don't hesitate to be in contact with Patty Origer. 

 

Beginning Tomorrow – Diocesan Virtual Mission & Retreat March 4 & 11 – Jesus: 

Companion in Our Suffering: 

 

Given the issues with the pandemic, the Diocese 

of Des Moines has asked Becky Eldredge to 

facilitate a two evening mission & retreat for the 

Catholic faithful in your parish community.   

 

There will be elements of a mission and a retreat 

present in both evenings.  Our local Advent 

Retreats went very well with good 

attendance.  Having Becky come in and facilitate 

our Lenten offerings is a benefit for your 

community even if your parish is able to do a 

Lenten offering on your own as well.   

 

 #1 – When – March 4 & 11 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

 #2 – Sign up using this link - https://www.dmdiocese.org/2021LentenMission.  We will 

register the person on ZOOM and confirmation email containing information about 

joining the retreat will be sent to them.    

 #3 – Invite the entire community to this event.  We have plenty of space.  Consider 

special invitations for those in RCIA, Confirmation, and Marriage preparation.   

 #4 – Remind the faithful too take time away like one would in a retreat and spend time 

with Jesus.  Bring a Bible, a journal, and find a nice comfy place to be guided by the 

Holy Spirit.   

 

https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/developmental-disabilities-awareness-month
https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/developmental-disabilities-awareness-month
https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/developmental-disabilities-awareness-month
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/evangelization-catechesis/disability-ministry/parish-disability-resources?preview=true
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/evangelization-catechesis/disability-ministry/parish-disability-resources?preview=true
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/evangelization-catechesis/disability-ministry/faith-formation-disability-resources?preview=true
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
https://beckyeldredge.com/
https://www.dmdiocese.org/2021LentenMission


Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Check-in March 16 at 9:30 am – Charting the Lifelong 

Formation in Faith Mission: 

 

As we lean into strategic visioning as a diocesan 

community we need to specifically focus on the specific 

formation needs of those we serve as we chart the 

mission.  This meeting is designed to help us consider 

themes that are essential for the upcoming Capital 

Campaign.   

 

Our session is scheduled from 9:30 to 11:30 am on 

March 16 to engage in the following three conversations: 

 collectively assess our current landscape based upon the recent diocesan religious 

formation survey results,  

 dream of ways to enhance current programming or create new programming, and  

 consider framework that helps make the case statement for the faith formation bucket of 

the upcoming capital campaign.   

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Check-in Session 

Time: Mar 16, 2021 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84864095667?pwd=Y3FKaTZmQVpNWE02OGphRnAzNmN4QT0

9  

 

Meeting ID: 848 6409 5667 

Passcode: N7z2nj 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Passcode: 446210 

 

Curriculum Review Corner – Loyola Press: 

 

For over 100 years, their 

mission has been to lead 

people to Jesus and to 

facilitate transformative experiences of God so that people of all ages can lead holy and 

purposeful lives with and for others.  They accomplish their goals with inspiration from Saint 

Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits), a man who spent his whole 

post-conversion life providing catechesis and engaging others in spiritual conversation.  

 

Some of the most popular areas of their website include: 

 3-Minute Retreats 

 Sunday Connection 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84864095667?pwd=Y3FKaTZmQVpNWE02OGphRnAzNmN4QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84864095667?pwd=Y3FKaTZmQVpNWE02OGphRnAzNmN4QT09
https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/


 Saints Biographies 

 Catechist Journey Blog by Joe Paprocki 

 

Find out more information on the products offered by Loyola Press here.  Contact Melissa 

Melgozza at 800-256-0589, extension 512 or e-mail her at melgoza@loyolapress.com.  

 

March Important Dates: 

 March 7 – Saints Perpetua & Felicity 

 March 9 – Saint Frances of Rome  

 March 14 – Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 March 17 – Saint Patrick 

 March 18 – Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 

 March 19 – Saint Joseph – Prayer to St. Joseph and Novena to St. Joseph for those on the 

path of adoption (March 10-18) 

 March 24 – Saint Oscar Romero 

 March 25 – Annunciation of the Lord – An Annunciation Novena (March 16-24) 

o Respect Life Action Guide: The Annunciation of the Lord 

 March 26 – Saint Basil the Younger 

 March 28 – Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

 

 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/
https://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/general/catalogs/
mailto:melgoza@loyolapress.com
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-perpetua-and-felicity
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-frances-of-rome
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-patrick
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-cyril-of-jerusalem
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-joseph-husband-of-mary
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-to-st-joseph/
https://www.respectlife.org/adoption-novena
https://www.respectlife.org/adoption-novena
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-oscar-arnulfo-romero
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/annunciation-of-the-lord
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/a-heart-open-to-gods-will-the-annunciation-a-novena/
https://www.usccb.org/resources/respect-life-action-guide-solemnity-annunciation-lord
https://catholiccurrent.org/saints/saint-basil-the-younger/

